sucked and cried moderately actively, but has been liable to attacks of apncea and cyanosis. She has been treated with daily oil baths.
Dis81&88ion.-Dr. R. HAMBURGER: The condition in this case appears to be completely congruous with what has been described by Leiner as " erythrodermia desquamativa" (scaly red skin) . A differentiation between ichthyosis and erythrodermia seems to be essential because erythrodermia desquamativa is not a permanent condition. If the child survives the skin will become normal again-with perhaps at least one relapse-within the first few months, without leaving any disposition to further skin.pnomalies. Even the usual baldness of the scalp will give way to an ordinary growth of hfair.
Erythrodermia is not a congenital disease-it may finally affect the whole skin, possibly ,sparing'only a few small areas, as a rule it is the ultimate result of some soreness in the folds of the skin (intertrigo) or of the so-called " seborrhoeic eczema."
Dr. COCKAYNE said that there was good evidence that the condition was present`at birth and could not be an example of Leiner's erythrodermia desquamativa. The diagnogi,s' lay between lamellar ichthyosis and ichthyosis congenita (congenital ichthyosiform erythrodermia). Redness of the skin was common in the latter condition and he had little doubt that-Dr. Ellis had given the correct diagnosis and that, the skin would never become normal. For the past six months this boy has been listless and out of sorts. He is very active, but easily tired, and although the school doctor told his mother that he has gained five pounds in this period, she has noticed that his face, neck, upper trunk, and arms, have been getting thinner. Further, her friends have remarked upon his frail and ill-looking appearance, and on account of this he appears to have been stopped from participating in games at school.
Past history.-Measles, previous to going to school. Chicken-pox at the age of about eight years. He is also said to have suffered from pleurisy at four years of age.
Family history.-The patient is a twin, the other child having died in infancy from gastro-enteritis. There is one other healthy child, and, except that the mother suffers from rheumatic heart disease, no ill-health seems to exist in the family. The parents are not consanguineous.
On examination.-The boy is noted to be very thin and wasted in the face, and wasting is present-to a less extent-in the arms and upper trunk. The buttocks and lower limbs are normal. The muscle tone is good, and the central nervous system shows no abnormalities. All other systems are likewise normal, except for a rather unhealthy-looking throat. Urine normal.
Discussion.-Dr. PARKES WEBER said that no examples of the familial incidence of this condition were known to him (Dr. Weber), until recently L. Barraquer-Ferre (Pre88e medicale, 1935, 43, 1672) described the case of a female patient whose mother and maternal grandmother were similarly affected.
Dr. COCKAYNE said that there had not been consanguinity of parents in the few cases that he had seen in recent years, nor had there been any history that other members of the families had been affected.
